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Abstract 

This paper examined the possibility of transforming Nigeria through political science 
education. Political Science as a field of study aims at transforming and advancing the human 
resources capacity of the nation by inculcating in its products the requisite academic 
proficiency and professional competence towards transforming Nigeria. It is therefore, the 
argument of the researcher that political science education could be deployed as a virile tool 
for laying a solid foundation towards effective nation-building. It was therefore recommended 
that stakeholders in our educational institutions should ensure that they inculcate the 
practical aspect of Political Science Education on their students in order to prepare them in 
advance for the challenging role of helping to transform the social, political and economic 
landscapes of Nigeria. It was equally suggested that government should come out with a 
reliable policy framework that would support the study of Political Science Education in all 
ramifications as students with sound academic background in this area would go out to help 
the nation build a virile political structure with strong institutional capacity.   

 
 

 As a result of the rapid socio-political transformation and changes in both national and 
international systems, there is the need for a clearer understanding of political ideas and the basic 
principles of governance through political science education. Political science education provides a 
framework and charts a new path with a paradigm shift of transforming the political landscape of 
Nigeria George (2014). It is poised and determined to jump-start every facet of human endeavour into 
the fast lane of economic growth and globalization in the twenty-first century; Political Science serves 
as an instrument of policy formulation. Policy formulation comprised of analysis that identifies the 
most effective policies and political authorization, while policy implementation on the other hand 
involves the dexterity of interpreting the ideas and philosophy behind the policy so formulated and 
bringing them into tangible manifestation.  
 Political Science Education is a veritable tool which could be used in fighting chronic societal 
ills as corruption which has eaten deep into the fabric of Nigeria’s political system. However, it is 
believed that with political science education, this menace can be curbed. 
 Political science education can also help policy-makers in Nigeria to find means of 
diversifying the economic base of the country from a monocultural one to a more dynamic and 
diversified political economy. This infact, would help the government to inject more resources into 
the other potentially viable sectors of the country, thereby, creating employment and other 
opportunities for the general populace of the country. 
 Moreover, political science education contains within its curriculum theories that are 
development-oriented and has the potential to help policy makers gain knowledge of how to position 
their counties to attract international investments and investors. One of such theories is that which 
supports the entrenchment or institutionalization of democratic culture. 
 In one of such argument, Olu (2010) held that when a government reduces corruption, 
improves upon its governance and equally allows viable opposition to thrive, it is bound to attract 
international capital that would boost socio-economic development. Corroboration this Okafor (2008) 
mentions that periodic free and fair election, is equally critical as it helps to hold a government 
accountable for its actions and also signals to investors that a nation’s government respect democracy 
and tenets of democratic culture. 
 Having this in mind, it could be asserted that Nigeria’s rich human and material resources 
endowment gives it the potential to become Africa’s largest economy and a major player in the global 
political/economic terrain. But these are sheer dream, due to lack of political science education, 
putting the attainment of transformation agenda of vision 20-20-20 in jeopardy. Through political 
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science education, however, all the political variables needed in the transformation of Nigeria could 
be rejuvenated to boost the political, social and economic viability of Nigeria in order to ensure 
stability in the polity.  
 
Political Science Education and the Transformation Agenda of Nigeria 
 The department of political science education in Nigeria aims at advancing the human 
resources capacity of the nation by inculcating into its products (i.e. the students passing through the 
department) the requisite academic proficiency and professional competence that would enable them 
contribute positively to the social engineering process of the country. 
 Political science education is a discipline that deals with the system of government, analysis 
of political activities and behaviours (Stupak, 2015). It therefore deals extensively with the theory and 
practice of politics which is commonly thought of as determining the distribution of power and 
resources. Thus, political science education has the potential of enabling products engage in revealing 
the relationship underlying political events and conditions; and from these revelations attempts to 
construct and come up with ideas that could help transform the country socially, politically and 
economically.  
 Political science education facilities the study of all the elements, aspects and relationships 
that engulf the administration of a country. It is a branch of social science which deals with the origin, 
organization, theories and practice of government (Eccleshall, 2015). According to Baradat (2013) it 
is a systematic analysis of government with the primary aim of discovering in detail whatever 
principles may exist with wider and of more general significance to the socio-economic and political 
development of the country. 
 In line with the above explanations, there is no doubt that political science education has the 
potential to unlock Nigeria’s dormant economic potential and equally provide the intellectual base for 
a sustainable democratic system. Moreover, suffice it to say that political science education has a 
robust relationship with other humanities and behavioural disciplines such as economics, public 
administration, law, sociology, history, geography, psychology, anthropology, philosophy, 
international studies etc. This robust relationship could be exploited in the agenda of transforming 
Nigeria. 
 A strong political science education background will help the citizens to measure the success 
of government through monitoring and evaluation of government policies. It will expand their 
knowledge and scope in the building and setting up of a macro-economic framework for empowering 
(most especially youths, women and other vocational workers), promotes the organized private sector, 
changes our ideas of how government works, and inculcates in the people a new sense of work culture 
and ethics which would be a solid foundation for the much anticipated transformation Huntington 
(2006). Thus it is not isolated to argue that experts in political science education are better placed to 
provide the framework on which political gladiators and other stakeholders analyze issues that bother 
on governance. 
 
Political Science Education and Policy Formulation  
 Policy formulation is the second stage of the policy process and involves the proposal of 
solutions to transformation agenda. Effective policy formulation comprises of analysis that identifies 
the most effective policies and political authorizations. Aristotle in his book, Nicomechean Ethics-
defines politics as, “the science of the provision of goods for all citizens”. Being political therefore, is 
having the capacity or the potentiality to the one who knows and values what is good. It means to 
participate in, and be responsible for the care and the improvement of the common good, and the 
collective life in human society (Dickson, 2012). This aspect of the study assesses how political 
science education matches policy formulation with actions (implementations). 
 Choosing policies to solve the issue at hand is dependent on two factors; first such policies 
must be capable of solving issues in the most efficient manner. This involves critical analysis and 
careful identification of alternatives. Secondly, such policies must be politically feasible. In other 
words, they must enter a political phase that entails their being assessed and evaluated by legitimate 
decision-makers and other related political stakeholders. 
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 It has been noted that political science education plays a crucial role in the formulation of 
policy in the state and is, therefore, very instrumental to the process of national development.  The 
formulation policy is only a statement of intentions, expectations, goals, prescriptions, standards and 
requirements, it is basically a carefully drafted set of exhortations, directions and hopes. Policies 
require actions and enforcement mechanisms to bring them into actual manifestation. These policies 
could be made optimally attainable with the application of political science education. This comes 
into play when experts deploy political science knowledge in the area of policy implementation. 
Policy implementation is the heart-beat of the decision process without which the efforts expended at 
the level of policy formulation becomes a waste. Rigg (2016), defined policy implementation is the 
act and process of converting a policy into reality or simply enforcing the policy. With a thorough 
knowledge of political science education formulated policies are easily translated policies are easily 
translated into realities without much problems. 

According to Lekan (2009) corruption is the abuse of entrusted power for private gain. it can 
be classified as grand, petty and political, depending on the amounts of resources lost and the sector 
where it occurs. Corruption corrodes the fabric of society. It undermines peoples’ trust in political, 
educational and economic systems, institutions and leaders. It can most people their freedom, health, 
money and sometimes their lives. According to Dike (2015), there are many unresolved problems in 
Nigeria due to lack of political science education, however, the single problem of corruption is 
troubling. The damages it has done to the polity are astronomical. The menace of corruption is 
manifested in the slow movement of files in offices, police extortion, tollgates and slow traffics on the 
highways, port congestion, queues at filling stations, artificial scarcity or hoarding of petroleum 
products, ghost workers syndrome, election irregularities, contract inflation, misappropriation, 
embezzlement and diversion of public funds among others. 
 Politically, corruption takes place at the highest levels of political authority. It occurs when 
the politicians and decision-makers who are entitled to formulate, establish and implement the laws in 
the interest of the people, are themselves corrupt. Political corruption is sometimes seen as similar to 
corruption of greed as it affects the manner in which decisions are made, as it manipulates political 
institutions, distorts of conventional rules and procedures in bureaucratic institutions. 
 However, as some human ailments could require medical diagnosis and prescription to be 
treated, similarly, the menace of corruption also requires necessary socio-economic and political 
prescriptions for it to be effectively controlled. One of such effective steps will be the inculcation of 
political science education from the onset on our younger generation through citizenship and civil 
education. This knowledge will help cultivate a sense of patriotism and nationalism. These virtues 
which would, of course, inculcate self-discipline and national identify will help in raising citizens that 
are responsible and useful in the process of national transformation. 
 
Political Science Education and Employment  
 Political science education is a field of study that cuts across many fields of study and human 
endeavours. It draws from the fields of economics, law, sociology, public administration, history, 
geography, psychology, anthropology, public policy, international relations, comparative politics etc. 
to form a body of knowledge. This indicates that students of political science education are trained to 
be dynamic with numerous and great opportunities in the labour market. Through the study of 
political science education the masses will have an army of well versatile and trained personnel’s 
which could be selected or appointed into position of power and authority. With political science 
education, decision makers are able to sort out ways of diversifying the economy of Nigeria for 
instance away from a mono-cultural economy to a versatile economy that is dynamic and diversified.  
 With an economy that is transformed and moved radically away from a mono-cultural society 
to one that is versatile, dynamic and responding to its internal or domestic need, employment will be 
generated for the populace. 
 
Political Science Education and Free/Fair Elections   
 Political science education has embedded within its curricula various theories which explain 
why international investors move money to countries with free and fair elections. Against this 
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background, Wobi (2015) argues that if developing countries want to be prosperous and attract 
international investment, they should hold free and fair elections and respect the tenets of democracy. 
Political science education as an academic field serves as a mouthpiece which sensitizes the public on 
the tenets of free and fair elections in particular and the advantages of institutionalizing mature 
democratic culture in general. Free, fair elections are critical not only because they hold government 
accountable for its actions, but also because they signal investors that government respects democracy 
and the rule of law. A free and fair election is an embodiment of political science education which 
brings country increased revenue from both within and outside. Most importantly, it encourages the 
inflow of capital from the coming of nations, otherwise known as foreign direct investment (FDI). 
Revenue so generated according to Benson, (2016) will benefit the public services such as education, 
health care and environment etc. Thus there is no gain-saying that through effective political science 
education, scholars in the field and the citizenry in general would respect the need for a free and fair 
periodic elections that would from time to time usher in popular leaders and government. 
 The intellectual, political and economic order has been impacted through political science 
education which serves as a driving force for educating all eligible citizens in the country and helping 
them to know the importance of registering to vote and actually going to vote on election days. 
Political science education shows the way forward in the area of monitoring of the electoral process 
so as to ensure that all tenets of electoral procedures as stated in the Electoral Act are strictly adhered 
to in order to achieve free and fair elections. 
 
Conclusion 
 It is obvious that there is the need for a clearer understanding of political ideals and issues of 
governance through political science education with the aim of transforming the political landscape of 
Nigeria. Political science education has the potential to jump-start every facet of human endeavour 
into the fast-lane of economic growth and development. 
 Moreover, it is as an instrument that aids in the formulation and implementation of policies 
that could focus on bringing about development. In this area of policy-making and implementation, 
the knowledge of political science education ensures the inculcation of pragmatism into the process so 
that public policy decisions are devoid of biases and sentiments and consequently developed for the 
benefit of the entire citizenry. 
 Following at the heel of this is the fact that through a good decision-making process, 
governance would be operated mainly to promote the social welfare of the people, combats social ills 
like corruption, unemployment, break down of social amenities and infrastructures etc. 
 Suffice it to say in conclusion, that the study of the subject-matter of political science 
education would bring enormous change to the socio-political and economic landscape of the country 
because apart from helping to produce people knowledgeable in the art of governance and 
administration, it enlightens the people generally on their duties and obligations to the state while also 
keeping them informed of the social, economic and political objectives the state is expected to 
perform on their behalf.  
 
Recommendations 
 In the course of the study, the following recommendations were made: 
i. The stakeholders of educational institutions should ensure that they inculcate the practical 
aspects of political science education in learners to prepare them for challenges in transforming the 
socio-political landscape of Nigeria. 
ii. Government should come out with a reliable policy work that would help build a good 
political structure through political science education. 
iii. Government should involve experts in political science education to contribute towards 
building instructional framework that would be pro-active and pragmatic in the process of decision 
making. 
iv. Policy formulation should comprise the analysis that identifies the most effective policies and 
political authorization.  
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v. Government should adopt measures to combat corruption, reduce unemployment and 
inefficiency, and establish the right productive values. 
vi. Government should fast-track the process of reform in governance code at the corporate level 
and all tiers of government, and subscribe to international standard in civil society. 
vii. Government through political science education should ensure the independence of electoral 
body so that it would be able to conduct free and fair elections in order to promote political stability in 
the country. 
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